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Doctors' 
orchestra 
to play 
to· morrow 

JOHN LEWIS 

IF you suffer from 
iatrophobia- a fear or 
doctors- perhaps you 
should steer clear of the 
Dunedin Town Hall this 
weekend. 

About 70 doctors will down 
their stethoscopes and pick 
up musical instruments for 
the annual New Zealand 
Doctors' Orchestra 
performance in the Dunedin 
Town Hall tomorrow. 

Conductor Peter Adams, of 
the University of Otago, said 
it was the sixth time the 
orchestra had gathered, and 
this year's concert would be 
part of the university's !50th 
celebrations, many of the 
doctors in the orchestra 
having trained at Dunedin's 
medical school. 

Associate Prof Adams said 
the orchestra was formed to 
provide medical musicians 
with an opportunity to play in 
a high-quality national 
orchestra, and enhance work-

Stethoscopes down, instruments up ... Violinist and Christchurch doctor Jasmine Jiang ·rehearses for the New Zealand Doctors' Orchestra 
concert in the Dunedin Town Hall tomorrow at 2pm. PHOTO: GREGOR RICHARDSON 

life balance. 
The orchestra will perform 

Dvorak's Symphony No.9, the 

world premiere of Dunedin 
composer Anthony Ritchie's 
Hippocratic Hymn and 

Brahms' Academic Overture. 
All proceeds from ticket 

sales will be donated to 

charities. 
john.lewis@odt. co. nz 
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Silence unsettles polytech CEO 
>From 1 

According to the leaked paper, 
the switch from the current 
model to the new one would 
take two years. 

The paper did not include 
any financial details of the 
overhaul, saying only there 
were "significant costs and 
risks to manage" but the risks 
of doing nothing were "more 
sjgnificant". 

The paper's timeline had the 
establishment of the skills and 

technology institute by April 
next year, WDCs in the 2020-21 
year, a single funding model 
from 2021, and the phased 
transition by the end of 
2022-23. 

Dunedin National Party list 
MP Michael Woodhouse said 
the proposal would be detri
mental to the region's brand, 
which was globally recognised. 

"This is disastrous for 
regional education and app
renticeships," he said. 

"The Government's 'we know 

best' attitude will mean the 
organising of apprentices will 
be taken from industry, who 
know the needs of Otago best, 
and instead will be given to one 
polytech." 

Otago Polytechnic was one of 
the highest performing poly
technics in the country "with a 
reputation for being nimble to 
the needs of its community". 

"The loss of autonomy sig
nalled by this change could be 
very bad for the region." 

elena. mcphee@odt.co. nz 
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29 to vo.ice 
• • drill 1ng VIeW 

I JONO EDWARDS 

DOZENS of southerners want 
their voices heard at hearings 
starting next month for pro
posed gas drilling off Otago's 
coast. 

The starting date for the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency hearing related to the 
plans of Austrian company OMV 
has been set down for July 30, 
but hearing locations are 
unknown. 

The company has said if com
mercially viable amounts of oil 
and gas were found in any of 10 
prospects offshore from Dun
edin, it could drill three 
exploration wells and · seven 
appraisal wells. 

A marine discharge consent 
related to the plans to release 
contaminants to sea was 
released in April. 

The application attracted 266 
submissions, 215 of which 
requested that the application 
be declined and 10 of which 
supported the proposal. 

From the total of 266 submis
sions, 89 people from Otago and 
Southland submitted on the 
plans, 29 of whom made it clear 
they wished to speak at the 
hearings. 

Reasons for wanting the appli
cation declined included there 

could be harmful pollutants 
discharged into the ocean and 
continued natural gas use would 
exacerbate the effects of climate 
change. 

Supportive submitters said 
the potential for further 
exploration provided employ
ment opportunities for the 
region and an enhanced secur
ity of energy supply. 

Submitter Adam Currie, of 
Dunedin, said the application 
should be declined as there was 
"so much unknown about the 
project". 

"The risks are unknown, the 
effect on ocean acidification are 
unknown, the location is 
unknown ... and the application 
has failed to account economic 
costs associated with the pro
posed activity." 

The Otago Southland 
Employers' Association submit
ted in favour of the application 
saying there could be "sig
nificant" benefits to the Otago 
and Southland community . and 
economy. 

"OMV is a responsible corpor
ate citizen with a good environ
mental record, and their oper
ations comply with New 
Zealand's stringent environ
mental and health and safety 
regulations." 

jono.edwards@odt.co. nz 

Dishing up a winner 
King's High School pupil Nick Bryan (17) 
puts the final touches to the dish that 
won him first place at the Otago final of 
the National Secondary Schools 
Culinary Competition, held at Otago 
Polytechnic yesterday. 

Nick competed against four pupils 
from King's High School and South 
Otago High School. 

His winning entree dish roasted and 
charred baby carrots served on a miso 
carrot puree, was complimented by 
judges on both its presentation and 
flavour combination. 

Nick will compete in the national final 
in Auckland on September 3. 
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